June 2, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama

President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Obama:

I am writing to urge you to expedite consideration of Illinois Governor Pat Quinn’s request for a federal disaster declaration for six Southern Illinois counties - Franklin, Gallatin, Jackson, Randolph, Saline and Williamson - after extremely high winds and flash flooding beginning on May 8.

Four of the counties affected are in the congressional district that I represent.  Thousands of trees were downed and at least 69 homes were destroyed, while 191 others were rendered uninhabitable.  The debris removal effort is ongoing, and is placing extreme financial burdens on these communities.  A federal disaster declaration will greatly assist the residents and local governments of the region recover from these serious storms.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Please let me know if I can provide additional information or be of assistance in any way.  

Sincerely,

Jerry F. Costello

Member of Congress
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